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Ken Taylor, our esteemed foreign service colleague and friend, passed away on Thursday 15 
October following a two-month illness. In his last days at the New York Presbyterian Hospital, he 
was visited by many friends, and surrounded by his devoted wife Pat, son Douglas, daughter-in-
law Dana and grandchildren Kassia and Tristan. He was unique in so many ways, and one of his 
defining characteristics was his unbounded loyalty to his many friends. 

 
Ken served in the Canadian Foreign Service from 1959 to 1984. As a diplomat, his career ranged 
from trade development responsibilities in Guatemala, Detroit, and London; foreign aid-related 
matters in Pakistan; crisis management as Head of Post in Iran; and on the enhancement of 
Canada’s image in New York and across the USA when he was the Canadian Consul General. He 
also was the Director General of the Trade Commissioner Service, the foreign service arm of the 
then Department of Industry, Trade and Commerce. 

 
Since his resignation from the Foreign Service in 1984, Taylor’s private sector experience has 
included six years as a Senior Vice President of both Nabisco Brands and RJR Nabisco. His 
primary international responsibilities with these companies involved the formulation and 
implementation of policies to strengthen their $21 billion international interests and 
relationships. He was also Chancellor of Victoria University at the University of Toronto from 
1998 to 2004. He has served as a board member of a range of companies in Canada, the US, and 
Mexico, and has provided counseling services to a wide range of clients. 

 
In recognition of his role as Canadian Ambassador to Iran, Taylor has received many US and 
Canadian honours, including the United States Congressional Medal of Honour, the Order of 
Canada, keys to the cities of New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Dallas and Las Vegas. He was 
given the New York International Press Club’s “Man of the Year” award, and has received 
honorary degrees from Universities in Canada and the United States. 

 
The funeral service will take place at the Timothy Eaton Memorial Church, 230 St. Clair Avenue 
West, in Toronto, on Tuesday 27 October at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Livre de condoléances/Book of Condolences = Kenneth Douglas Taylor 

Le français suit 

 
MESSAGE SENT ON BEHALF OF THE CHIEF OF PROTOCOL OF CANADA, MS. ANGELA BOGDAN 

 
In memory of Kenneth Douglas “Ken” Taylor, former Canadian Ambassador to Iran and Canadian 
diplomatic hero, I invite all friends and former colleagues from the Association of Canada’s 
Ambassador’s, High Commissioners and Consuls General to share their thoughts and express 
their condolences at the loss of a great Canadian diplomat by sending their messages to 



LOS@international.gc.ca, before Friday October 23rd. The missives will be printed and delivered 
to the family. 

 
Members of the Association can also sign the book of condolences in the Lobby of the Lester B. 
Pearson Building at 125 Sussex Drive. The book will be open for signature on Monday October 
19th and Tuesday October 20th from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on both days. Other books of 
condolences are currently located at the following missions in the United States: the Embassy in 
Washington; the Consulate General in New York and the Consulate General in Los Angeles. 
Join us in celebrating one of our own, a diplomat who distinguished himself through his courage 
and his determination to defend Canadian values.  

 
Angela Bogdan 
Chief of Protocol of Canada 

 
MESSAGE ENVOYÉ AU NOM DE LA CHEF DU PROTOCOLE DU CANADA, MADAME ANGELA 
BOGDAN 

 
À la mémoire de Kenneth Douglas “Ken” Taylor, ancien Ambassadeur du Canada en Iran et héros 
de la diplomatie de notre pays, j’invite tous les amis et anciens collègues de l’Association 
canadienne des Ambassadeurs, hauts commissaires et consuls généraux du Canada à partager 
pensées et messages de condoléances suite à la perte de ce grand diplomate canadien. Ceux qui 
le souhaitent pourront envoyer leur message à LOS@international.gc.ca jusqu’au vendredi 23 
octobre prochain. Les missives seront imprimées et remises à la famille du défunt. 

 
Les membres de l’Association sont également invités à signer un livre de condoléances ouvert à 
sa mémoire dans le Hall de l’Édifice Lester B. Pearson au 125 promenade Sussex à Ottawa. Le 
livre sera ouvert les lundi et mardi 19 et 20 octobre de 10h00 à 16h00, les deux jours. D’autres 
livres de condoléances ont également été ouverts dans les missions suivantes aux États-Unis : 
l’ambassade à Washington, le Consulat général à New York et le Consulat général à Los Angeles. 
Soulignons ensemble la mémoire de l’un des nôtres, un diplomate qui a su se distinguer par son 
courage et sa détermination à défendre les valeurs de notre pays. 

 
Angela Bogdan 
Chef du Protocole du Canada 


