
A. Douglas SMALL  

Died on October 31 in hospital in Ottawa from complications of a fall at home, on 
October 9. Survived by his loving wife of 63 years, Helen (McMahon), and in Vancouver, 
B.C. by his devoted sons Michael (Denise Jacques) and Stephen (Susie Wilkinson). Very 
proud grandfather of Emma and Christopher Small. Fondly remembered by his niece 
Lynn Janes (Graeme Chisnall) of Wellington, New Zealand, his nephew Greg Janes 
(Leslie) of Strathroy, Ontario and Helen's many cousins. Douglas was born on September 
4, 1924 in Collingwood, Ontario. He was a graduate of Victoria College, University of 
Toronto in Modern History 4T7. Douglas moved to Ottawa in 1947 to join the Special 
Branch of the RCMP and entered the federal public service in 1949. He was recruited as 
a foreign service officer by the Department of External Affairs in 1955 and spent the 
next 34 years as a diplomat representing Canada, first in Bonn, then in Lagos, Dar es 
Salaam and London. From 1978–81 he served as Ambassador to Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. In his last posting from 1985-89 he served as High Commissioner to New 
Zealand and five South Pacific countries. Douglas spent a very active retirement in 
Ottawa, pursuing study programs at the National Gallery, reading extensively about 
architecture, listening to much music, both classical and jazz, and maintaining his 
interest in foreign affairs through involvement with the Ottawa branch of the CIC, his 
volunteer work for PAFSO and his membership in the Retired Heads of Mission 
Association (RHOMA) of which he was Chairman for five years. Friends and family are 
invited to a reception to honour his memory on Sunday, November 8 from 2 - 4 p.m. at 
Beechwood Cemetery, 280 Beechwood Avenue, Ottawa. Douglas would wish any 
donations in his memory be directed to either the National Gallery Foundation 
(Foundation@ gallery.ca) or Heritage Ottawa (www.heritageottawa.org).Died on 
October 31 in hospital in Ottawa from complications of a fall at home, on October 9. 
Survived by his loving wife of 63 years, Helen (McMahon), and in Vancouver, B.C. by his 
devoted sons Michael (Denise Jacques) and Stephen (Susie Wilkinson). Very proud 
grandfather of Emma and Christopher Small. Fondly remembered by his niece Lynn 
Janes (Graeme Chisnall) of Wellington, New Zealand, his nephew Greg Janes (Leslie) of 
Strathroy, Ontario and Helen's many cousins. Douglas was born on September 4, 1924 in 
Collingwood, Ontario. He was a graduate of Victoria College, University of Toronto in 
Modern History 4T7. Douglas moved to Ottawa in 1947 to join the Special Branch of the 
RCMP and entered the federal public service in 1949. He was recruited as a foreign 
service officer by the Department of External Affairs in 1955 and spent the next 34 years 
as a diplomat representing Canada, first in Bonn, then in Lagos, Dar es Salaam and 
London. From 1978–81 he served as Ambassador to Pakistan and Afghanistan. In his last 
posting from 1985-89 he served as High Commissioner to New Zealand and five South 
Pacific countries. Douglas spent a very active retirement in Ottawa, pursuing study 
programs at the National Gallery, reading extensively about architecture, listening to 
much music, both classical and jazz, and maintaining his interest in foreign affairs 
through involvement with the Ottawa branch of the CIC, his volunteer work for PAFSO 
and his membership in the Retired Heads of Mission Association (RHOMA) of which he 

http://gallery.ca/
http://www.heritageottawa.org/


was Chairman for five years. Friends and family are invited to a reception to honour his 
memory on Sunday, November 8 from 2 - 4 p.m. at Beechwood Cemetery, 280 
Beechwood Avenue, Ottawa. Douglas would wish any donations in his memory be 
directed to either the National Gallery Foundation (Foundation@ gallery.ca) or Heritage 
Ottawa (www.heritageottawa.org). 
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